for high-angle fire$ and it was clear that, whatever
the total numbers of the enemy, which probably
varied throughout the siege between ten and fifty
thousand, the odds on their side were so immense,
and the garrison's allowance of less than one man
per yard of the perimeter so scanty, that only com-
petent leadership was needed to carry the defences
by a coup-de-rnain or by breaching with mines or
artillery.
Lawrence had left the conduct of the defence in
good hands, and Mr Ommanney, the Judicial Com-
missioner, had cheerfully accepted his own super-
session by Major Banks. Mr Gubbins, on the other
hand, was indignant at being passed over, and an-
nounced at a meeting on the 2nd July that so long
as Sir Henry lived he would not record any objection
to the appointment of Major Banks, but that, if it
pleased God to take Sir Henry, he would then urge
his claims to the office of Chief Commissioner. It was
agreed that the question should be left over, and
Banks added to the account of the meeting in his
diary: 'Sufficient for the day is the evil thereof.'
After Lawrence's death Gubbins wrote several con-
tentious letters to Banks, and even addressed protests
to the authorities at Calcutta, but received no satis-
faction.
Major Banks, the Commissioner of the Lucknow
division, was an excellent linguist and a capable
administrator. In ability and energy he was scarcely
superior to Gubbins, but he and Major Anderson,
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